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1Thes 5:1 “Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you.

1Thes 5:2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.

1Thes 5:3 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like birth pangs upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.

Why do we not need for someone to write something to us about the exact time and place of the wonderful second coming of Jesus?  We do not need to speculate on such because we have a full-time job as we are called to be holy and blameless as we participate in the transfiguration of ourselves in the sanctification process.  If we are ready every day for the coming of the Lord then whenever He does come we will be prepared.  The coming of the Lord will come when the timing is perfect for such to happen.  Unfortunately there are many people who have not paid attention to this statement by Paul.  Such people have written concerning the second coming and many people have bought their books.  Don’t buy the books and don’t waste time going to the seminars and movies about the End Times.  Just read the Bible and study how to reduce your Adam nature and increase your Jesus nature.  God will take care of the details!
Rom 14:8 “for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord's.”

1Thes 5:4 “But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you like a thief;

1Thes 5:5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;

1Thes 5:6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.

1Thes 5:7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night.”
The Bible contrasts the deeds of flesh as deeds done in the night and deeds of the spirit as deeds done in the light.  Jesus told us that He was the light of the world:

John 8:12 “Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.”
If we are truly disciples of Jesus then we will walk in the way that is approved by Him.  Paul also told us in his writings to the Ephesians that our being born again means that now we have a new heart and a new walk.  He tells us to walk the talk since we now not only have our paths illuminated by the truth of Jesus but we also are light.

Eph 5:8 “for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light”
Rom 13:12 “The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.”

1Cor 4:5 “Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each man's praise will come to him from God.”

2Cor 6:14 “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?”
1Thes 5:8 “But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.

1Thes 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,

1Thes 5:10 who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with Him.
1Thes 5:11 Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are doing.”
Paul tells us here to put on the defensive armor as we walk in the world.  We were never destined to receive His wrath for we were chosen before the foundation of the world to be His children and for the wrath that our deeds would require would be instead put onto the account of Jesus.  
Eph 1:4 “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love

Eph 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,

Eph 1:6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”

John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

Even when we sleep we are in Jesus and have His protection and His guidance.  We then should always encourage one another.  

1Thes 5:12 “But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction,

1Thes 5:13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another.”
Here Paul talks of the missionaries, the pastors, the elders, and the teachers for all of these people are pledged to disciple the Christians.  As a teacher I am under stricter judgment in my role and I tremble at the responsibility.
James 3:1 “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment.”

I encourage my pastor by emails for I do appreciate his devotion to a pure worship service and his study for preparing the Sunday messages.  I also sometimes receive encouragement from people and I appreciate it very much.  Last week one of the people that receive my weekly letters called me from Alabama to tell me how much she appreciated my letters.  That is the kind of fuel that we teachers live on!  
1Thes 5:14 “And we urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all men.

1Thes 5:15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all men.

1Thes 5:16 Rejoice always;

1Thes 5:17 pray without ceasing;

1Thes 5:18 in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

1Thes 5:19 Do not quench the Spirit;

What a wonderful list that Paul sends these people!  We should all pay close attention to these urgings.  
To always rejoice means to always rejoice!  We should be always seeing the Lord in all of our situations and not just when we perceive that He has blessed us.  We may be being blessed when we are in what initially looks like a really tough situation.  If God is really sovereign then He is in control over everything that is happening in our lives.  We must work out in our living that we serve a personal God.  He loves us as His children at all times and we must rejoice in Him at all times.  Verse 18 seems to also be a part of this rejoicing for God is indeed present in all that we do.  God wants us to give thanks for His work in all of our lives.  

To pray without ceasing means to pray without ceasing!  Can I say that I have ever gone even 30 minutes of always being aware of talking to God during all of that time?  I don’t think that I can say that.  As I have grown in the Lord I have tried to pray more continually but I fail a lot in that endeavor.  I can testify that when I have consciously prayed when going into a business meeting that I have been able to react more consistently as a child of God.  Prayer is talking with our Father and the more we pray the more we know of His goals for us in all situations.  Why would we not want to receive His directions and blessings in all that we do?

The common usage of the word “quench” is usually in reference to a fire as we may talk about quenching the fire to put it out.  To quench the Spirit is to rebel against Him in many different ways.  When the apostles were blessed with the Spirit as they were first ordained by the Lord, it was as if a tongue of fire had landed on them.

Acts 2:3 “And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.”
Quenching the Spirit is also related to grieving the Spirit:

Eph 4:30 ‘And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

We must learn to totally depend upon the Spirit rather than ever quenching or grieving Him.  
1Thes 5:20 do not despise prophetic utterances.

1Thes 5:21 But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good;

1Thes 5:22 abstain from every form of evil.”

I have separated these three verses because grammatically they all belong together even though verse 20 ends with a period.  Since verse 21 begins with a “but” we know that what follows is related to what directly preceded it.  We must always judge what we hear or read with the Word of God and that is what Paul means by examining everything carefully.  When we hear or read a prophetic utterance (something that claims to be speaking for God) we need to carefully examine it.  After examining it by the Word of God we must then hold fast to what is good and abstain from what is evil (against the Word of God).  
1John 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”

1Thes 5:23 “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

1Thes 5:24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.

1Thes 5:25 Brethren, pray for us.

1Thes 5:26 Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss.

Paul ends this letter by praying for God to sanctify them entirely and that all of their being will be preserved complete for the second coming of Jesus.  Remember my diagram on sanctification and that Paul is then asking for God to bring them along in sanctification while they live and then to bring them to glorification.  He reminds them that God is faithful in all that He proclaims.  He then asks them to pray for him and the other missionaries and to greet all fellow Christians with a holy kiss.
1Thes 5:27 I adjure you by the Lord to have this letter read to all the brethren.

1Thes 5:28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

His last two sentences are his request for the letter to be read to all the Christians and he then asks for the grace of our Lord to be with them.  The letter is even being read today and we also are still receiving the grace of our Lord!  God indeed is faithful!!
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